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idea is the same, and its consciousness of truth the same, always and everywhere, if this is the very meaning of its being necessary or sub specie eternitatis, it is eternal irrespective of personality, just as the equality of vertical angles is a known eternal truth, whether in Euclid's original Greek or translated and ' surviving' in English. Spinoza, it should be remembered, habitually gives unity to the totality of human understandings by calling them f the eternal and infinite intellect of God Y and treats each mind, not as an integer, but as part of this infinite intellect2: for the eternity of an idea therefore it is, for him, quite indifferent in what part of this infinitude that idea may e survive.' Whoever duly weighs the significance of this doctrine will find in the evidence produced no affirmation of conscious personal identity preserved through death,
(3) Yet another argument is constructed thus : the base of all the necessary knowledge (sub specie eternitatis) which constitutes the surviving part of the mind is described as the knowledge of the essence of ihe human body. Now the knowledge of the human body is also the idea which gives self-consciousness of the mind; therefore that self-consciousness must attach to the surviving part of the mind. This argument has one advantage over its predecessors, viz. that jf it holds good, the Self of which it establishes a consciousness is not of an idea, but of an JEgo, viz. of the individual mind which belongs to the individual body. But I fear it does not hold good; the premisses being spoiled by an ambiguous middle term; the f knowledge of the body' which is the foundation of necessary intellection is not the 'knowledge of the body' which gives the personal self-consciousness : the former is a knowledge of the essence of the body3,
1  Eth. V. xl. Schol.: Mens nostra, quatenus intelligit, seternus cogitandi modus est, qui alio cogitandi modo determinatur, et hie itemm ab alio et sic in infinitum; ita ut omnes simul Dei seternum et infinitum intellectual constituant.
2  Ibid. II. xliii. Schol.: Mens nostra, quatenus res vere percipit, pars est infiniti Dei intellectus.
3  Ibid. V. xxix.